A lot of what we know about Americans' beliefs about human evolution has come from periodic surveys by the Gallup Organization-not to ignore priceless polls by the Pew Research Center and the National Science Foundation Surveys of Public Understanding of Science and Technology, (1979-2001) , among many others. But more than any other organization, it is the Gallup Poll's data that have become an empirical icon, data that are widely cited by public opinion analysts, the press, the scientific community and countless others across the globe.
1 Time and again, the Gallup poll has told us that a remarkably stable, sizable plurality of Americans (averaging approx. 45%) appears to believe in a creationist version of human origins; that nearly 40% endorse the theistic supernatural idea that "man has developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life, but God guided this process, including man's creation"; and that only a very small percentage (13-14%) has accepted the more naturalistic evolutionist position that "man has developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life. God had no part in this On the basis of sheer cohort replacement alone, we should expect to find a noticeably smaller percentage of the American public today choosing the biblical creationist position and correspondingly higher percentages endorsing the theistic and naturalistic positions, but we do not. The Gallup trend line on beliefs about human origins has been essentially flat for over a quarter of a century and counting. So far we have been unable to identify empirical evidence for any plausible factors offsetting the effects of rising levels of education. Measurement error-both random and systematic-thus becomes the most plausible hypothesis to explain this conundrum. Indeed, we would argue that, had the modified version of the question designed here (or something very much like it) been used by Gallup, the percentage of estimated orthodox creationists in the American public would have declined noticeably over time, just as would be predicted by the ever-rising levels of educational attainment in the adult public.
Nor is this the only measurement-error anomaly that turned up in our data. We also discovered that, even with our more nuanced measure of beliefs, many respondents endorse rather 3. God created human beings pretty much in their present form at one time within the last 10,000 years or so.
4. None of these come close to my beliefs.
5. Not at all sure which is true.
Factor analysis data are not shown here, but available from the authors.
ongoing randomized, split-sample experiment (in the Gallup Poll?) would tell us before too long (3-5 years) which one better measures and detects changes over time. Better yet, we would advocate going a bit further and using well-designed "random 
